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WORKING WITH YOU TO CREATE BEAUTIFUL 
BESPOKE CIVIC AND CEREMONIAL ITEMS•

SINCE 1750



SCROLLS & PRESENTATION ITEMS
•	 Hand illuminated freedom scrolls
•	 Computer generated freedom scrolls from templates
•	 Bespoke computer generated scrolls and certificates
•	 Caskets for presentation of the scroll
•	 Leather backing and framing for presentation of the scroll

CIVIC & CORPORATE INSIGNIA
•	 Chains of office
•	 Past Mayor(ess) / Past Consort badges | Honorary Aldermen badges
•	 Maces
•	 Medallions
•	 Repairs and restorations

BESPOKE BOOK DESIGN & MANUFACTURE SERVICE
Books we have produced include: Birth Registers | Citizenship Registers | 
Rolls of Honorary Freemen | Mayor’s Appeal Fund Registers | Parlour Books | 
Books of Remembrance | Visitors Books | Ecclesiastical Registers | 
Traditional Registers of Donations | Registers of Share Transfers |  
Registers of Cremations | Books of Remembrance | Condolence Books

BOOKS FOR CIVIC PURPOSES
•	 Stocked multi-purpose record books, ideal for use as Visitors Books in mayoral 

parlours, Rolls of Honour, Books of Condolence or Registers of Donations
•	 Stocked books for civic purposes, e.g. In Memoriam condolence binder for 

the death of a national figure, Seal Register, etc.

HERALDIC SHIELDS & PRESENTATION PLAQUES
•	 Single or double shields
•	 Available in a choice of sizes
•	 Medieval or continental shape
•	 Choice of wood mount colour (light, medium or dark hardwood)
•	 Manufactured to order

GAVELS & BLOCKS
•	 For practical use of persons presiding at meetings
•	 For ceremonial use as gift to existing or retiring president or chairperson
•	 Available from stock in three woods: oak, maple and walnut
•	 Supplied in a presentation bag or upgrade presentation options available
•	 Can be customised on wood itself or on inscription plates

SHAW’S CIVIC CEREMONIAL OFFERING•

SINCE 1750

CORPORATE SEALS & PRESSES
Create a worthy impression of your authority, company or personal seal on 
your documentation:
Traditional Brass Wax Seal | Notary Press | Embassy Press| Regal Press | 
Diplomat Press | Long Reach Desk Press | Consular Press | Hand Plier Press | 
Self-Adhesive Seal Wafers and Sealing Wax | Repairs and replacement dies
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THE GUILD OF FREEMEN OF THE CITY OF LONDON 



WHAT OUR CLIENTS SAY•

“The craftsmanship and customer service from Shaw’s has been excellent.”

Pendle Borough Council

“I believe we have an excellent relationship. Nothing is too much trouble and the 
staff at Shaw’s are always professional and polite.

The goods that we have received are first class and are of excellent quality and 
value for money.”

Wirral Metropolitan Borough Council

“Gavel and block – good quality product with good engraving. Very satisfied.

Customer service – excellent, quick and efficient.

Relationship – warm and friendly. Would definitely use Shaw’s again and 
recommend to others.”

Rushmoor Borough Council

“Having organised and managed the civic side of over 50 freedom ceremonies 
during my time at the Lord Mayor’s Office, Liverpool I have always found the 
staff at Shaw’s to be particularly helpful when ordering our illuminated scrolls. 
Each scroll is unique in its design and I am impressed with the attention to detail 
of the staff and the artists. Shaw’s offer excellent customer service and the 
quality of their scrolls is very impressive.

The illuminated vellum scrolls are a lasting symbol of the highest honour the city 
can bestow.”

Liverpool City Council

“As your records will show we have been dealing with Shaw’s since time 
immemorial!

I have been ordering with yourselves since 1979, and can honestly say I have 
always had excellent service, and the plaques have always been well received 
from the many who have received them.”

Flint Town Council

“Thank you again for supplying such a magnificent piece of history for the people 
of the Forest of Dean.”

Forest of Dean District Council
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RECENT NOTABLE SCROLL RECIPIENTS•
1 CLOSE SUPPORT BATTALION ROYAL ELECTRICAL & 
MECHANICAL ENGINEERS•

Military Unit•

ALDER HEY• Children’s Hospital•

BOBBY MOORE• Footballer•

CARL FROCH• Boxer•

CHRIS HUGHTON• Footballer•

(THE) CUNARD LINE• Cruise Line•

SIR GEOFF HURST• Footballer•

HOMERTON HEALTHCARE• NHS Foundation Trust•

IAN MCMILLAN• Poet•

JESSICA ENNIS• Olympian•

JOANN FLETCHER• Egyptologist•

JOE CLARKE• Olympian•

LIVERPOOL CITIZENS ADVICE BUREAU• Organisation•

MARK ELDER• Conductor•

MARK NOBLE• Footballer•

MAX WHITLOCK• Olympian•

NICOLA WHITE• Olympian•

RICKY TOMLINSON• Actor•

(THE) RIFLES REGIMENT• Military Unit•

RON HILL• Olympian•

(THE) ROYAL ANGLIAN REGIMENT• Military Unit•

SALISBURY NOVICHOK INDIVIDUALS• Incident Responders•

STUART BINGHAM• Snooker Player•

TAWAKEL KARMAN• Human Rights Activist•

TIM PEAKE• Astronaut•

(THE) WAR WIDOWS ASSOCIATION OF 
GREAT BRITAIN•

Association•
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Shaw & Sons offer a wide variety of hand illuminated scrolls, 
for such occasions as the conferment of the Honorary 
Freedom on an individual, or the Freedom of Entry granted 
to a regiment or other service body. 

Documents are also produced in connection with the creation 
of Honorary Aldermen, the presentation of messages of 
congratulations or thanks, and certificates.

All scrolls are produced on vellum by skilled artists using 
traditional methods. Skin-free alternative parchment options 
are available on request.

Most documents are illuminated, employing the tasteful use 
of colour and gold and can be presented in a variety of ways 
– for example, mounted and framed, placed in a leather 
backing and/or in a casket, or mounted in a leather portfolio.

Most scrolls can be in either “portrait” (upright) or “landscape” 
format and may be of any size, although those inserted into 
a backing and casket may be subject to limitations.

•	 Hand painted using traditional methods on calfskin vellum

•	 Made to order based on individual requirements

•	 POA

•	 Lead time: Between 8 and 14 weeks from receipt of order 
depending on artist availability

•	 We also offer a high quality scanning service so that you 
can keep a replica copy of the bestowed scroll at your 
council offices for posterity.

HAND ILLUMINATED FREEDOM SCROLLS•

“On behalf of the District Council and indeed, the people of the Forest of Dean, may I thank you most sincerely 
for supplying the scroll for our event. The scroll was admired by all and I know that the Lieutenant General, 
Colonel Commandant of the Rifles, was especially delighted. Thank you again for supplying such a magnificent 
piece of history for the people of the Forest of Dean.”
Forest of Dean District Council

SCROLLS & PRESENTATION ITEMS• 5



An affordable option for councils with limited funds or tight 
timescales.

The cost of presenting traditional freedom scrolls may be a 
barrier to those who would like to mark the achievements 
and contributions of individual residents.

Shaw’s, who have vast experience in the production of hand-
crafted freedom scrolls, are now able to offer a solution for 
councils with limited funds. Our printed scrolls are based on 
hand drawn artwork but created on computers to keep costs 
down. A selection of templates is available and wording is, 
of course, bespoke to the individual requirements of the 
council. Prices range from £100 to £200 + VAT depending 
on the level of detail.

Significant modifications from the templates shown may be 
subject to a modest additional artwork charge.

The scrolls are produced on cream wove paper to give 
the highest quality appearance and a full framing service, 
with a range of different styles of mounting, is available at 
additional cost. Your scroll can also be encased within a 
Persian Moroccan leather casket for presentation purposes 
(at additional cost).

Lead time: usually within 1 week from receipt of wording and 
images (excluding upgrade options).

COMPUTER GENERATED FREEDOM SCROLLS FROM TEMPLATES•

“I just wanted to say how pleased we are with the scroll. It is perfect. Thank you very much for your 
help with this and I will be in touch again in the future when we are organising special ceremonial 
events.”
Stafford Borough Council

UPTOWN PARISH COUNCIL

The Worshipful the Mayor 

Councillor William Shaw
At a meeting of the Council of the Parish of Uptown duly convened 

and held in the Council Chamber at the Town Hall, on the 
28th day of May, two-thousand and ten.

It was Unanimously Resolved:–
that the Council confer on

JAMES HENRY SHAW
The Honorary Freedom of the

Metropolitan Borough
In recognition of the eminent, valuable and devoted services which he has 
rendered to the former Uptown Parish as a Member of the Council during 

which periods he held the high offi ce of CHAIRMAN OF THE URBAN DISTRICT for 
the Municipal Year 1971 to 1972 and offi ce of LEADER OF THE UPTOWN PARISH 

COUNCIL from 1974 to 1983 and 1984 to 1986

The Common Seal of the Uptown Parish

Was hereunto affi xed in the presence of

Mayor   

Chief Executive

Scroll - Image 1a (420 x 225mm)

Scroll - Image 4a (420 x 280mm)

a special meeting of the Council of the Uptown Parish duly 
convened and held in the Council Chamber at the Town Hall, on 
the 28th day of May, two-thousand and ten

the

being the most honourable distinction which it is within the
power of the Council to bestow, be, and the same is

hereby Conferred upon

AMES ENRY HAW

of his outstanding service to the community as a founder 
member of the Council and exceptional contribution to 
swimming, in particular his many International success 
including three gold medals

he Common Seal of the 
Parish of Uptown was hereunto 
affi xed in the presence of

Chairman

Clerk
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the most honourable distinction which it is within the
power of the Council to bestow, be, and the same is

hereby Conferred upon

and he is hereby awarded the

AMES ENRY HAW

in recognition of his outstanding service to the community.
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a meeting of the Council of the Parish of Uptown duly 
convened and held in the Council Chamber at the Town Hall, 
on the 28th day of May, two-thousand and ten.
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    SCROLLS & PRESENTATION ITEMS CONTINUED•6

UPTOWN PARISH COUNCIL

The Chairman 

Councillor William Shaw
At a meeting of the Council of the Parish of Uptown duly convened 

and held in the Council Chamber at the Town Hall, on the 
28th day of May, two-thousand and ten.

It was Unanimously Resolved:–
that the Council confer on

JAMES HENRY SHAW
The Honorary Freedom 

of the Parish
In recognition of the eminent, valuable and devoted services which he has 
rendered to the former Uptown Parish as a Member of the Council during 

which periods he held the high offi ce of CHAIRMAN OF THE URBAN DISTRICT for 
the Municipal Year 1971 to 1972 and offi ce of LEADER OF THE UPTOWN PARISH 

COUNCIL from 1974 to 1983 and 1984 to 1986.

The Common Seal of the Uptown Parish

Was hereunto affi xed in the presence of

Chairman   

Clerk

Scroll - Image 3a (420 x 225mm)

UPTOWN PARISH COUNCIL

The Worshipful the Mayor 

Councillor William Shaw
At a meeting of the Council of the Parish of Uptown duly convened 

and held in the Council Chamber at the Town Hall, on the 
28th day of May, two-thousand and ten

It was Unanimously Resolved:–
that the Council confer on

JAMES HENRY SHAW
The Honorary Freedom of the

Metropolitan Borough
In recognition of the eminent, valuable and devoted services which he has 
rendered to the former Uptown Parish as a Member of the Council during 

which periods he held the high offi ce of CHAIRMAN OF THE URBAN DISTRICT for 
the Municipal Year 1971 to 1972 and offi ce of LEADER OF THE UPTOWN PARISH 

COUNCIL from 1974 to 1983 and 1984 to 1986.

The Common Seal of the Uptown Parish

Was hereunto affi xed in the presence of

Mayor   

Chief Executive

Scroll - Image 2a (420 x 225mm)

the most honourable distinction which it is within the
power of the Council to bestow, be, and the same is

hereby Conferred upon

and he is hereby awarded the

of his outstanding service to the community as a founder member of the 
Council and exceptional contribution to sport, in particular his many 
International success including three gold medals.

in recognition

AMES ENRY HAW

he Common Seal of the 
Parish of Uptown was hereunto 
affi xed in the presence of

Mayor

Chief Executive
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a special meeting of the Council of the Uptown Parish duly 
convened and held in the Council Chamber at the Town Hall, 
on the 28th day of May, two-thousand and ten.
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in recognition of his outstanding service to the community as a founder member of the 
Council and exceptional contribution to swimming, in particular his many 
International success including three gold medals
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Shaw’s are able to offer a bespoke design and print solution 
for anyone wishing to bestow a high-quality certificate on an 
esteemed individual or organisation. 

We have created bespoke computer generated certificates 
for customers for the following purposes:
•	 Twinning agreements
•	 Retirement certificates
•	 Awards
•	 Membership warrants and certificates.

We are happy to supply examples of previous work on 
request.

Images and logos can be included and bespoke themed 
borders can be created at your request. Modest artwork 
charges will be applied and are dependent on the level of detail.

Certificates are (unless otherwise requested) printed on 
cream wove paper to give the highest quality appearance 
and a full framing service, with a range of different styles of 
mounting, is available at additional cost.

Certificates can also be encased within a Persian Moroccan 
leather casket for presentation purposes (at additional cost).

Lead time: usually within 2 weeks from receipt of wording 
and images.

BESPOKE COMPUTER GENERATED SCROLLS & CERTIFICATES•

“I would like to take this opportunity to say thank you for your assistance with this matter, the Parish 
Council was extremely pleased with the finished scroll.” 
Iwade Parish Council

Nous, les Maires de Lewisham, Antony et Charlottenburg-
Wilmersdorf, souhaitons célébrer l’amitié que nous avons 
partagé par le partenariat formel de jumelage entre Lewisham et 
Antony, et le partenariat formel de jumelage entre Lewisham et 
Charlottenburg-Wilmersdorf.

Nous avons établi un lien de 53 ans, entre Deptford (qui fait 
maintenant partie de Lewisham) et Antony ce depuis 1962, et un 
lien de 47 ans entre Charlottenburg (qui fait maintenant partie de 
Charlottenburg-Wilmersdorf) et Lewisham ce depuis 1968.

Nous saluons les efforts et les actions menées au cours des cinq 
dernières décennies pour utiliser ces partenariats formels de 
jumelage pour favoriser un esprit d’apprentissage interculturel, 
d’harmonie et de cohésion sociale.

Nous reconnaissons nos différences inhérentes aux contextes 
locaux, nationaux et internationaux.

Nous reconnaissons nos similitudes comme  parties prenantes de 
trois grandes métropoles d’Europe: Londres, Paris et Berlin.

En ce qui concerne notre expérience commune comme partie de 
ces ’grandes métropoles du monde’, chacune avec sa diversité 
qui a connu des migrations au  l des ans, nous reconnaissons 
que nous nous trouvons face à des questions semblables, surtout 
à l’égard de la diversité et de l’intégration.

Nous souhaitons considérer aujourd’hui les meilleures pratiques 
de chacun sur ces thèmes, et en particulier nous espérons 
apprendre plus sur nos approches respectives dans le domaine 
de l’intégration.

Nous espérons utiliser ce jour comme point de départ pour 
apprendre plus sur le travail de chacune de nos villes au service 
du bien vivre ensemble.

Nous déclarons par la présente que nous nous efforcerons 
de continuer à apprendre les uns les autres, et travailler en 
étroite collaboration, le cas échéant, pour soutenir notre 
« bien vivre ensemble », et en cherchant des solutions aux 
questions complexes de l’accueil des demandeurs d’asile, 
des réfugiés et des migrants.

Nom  ___________________________________________________________________________________________

Titre  ___________________________________________________________________________________________

Ville Antony

Signature  ___________________________________________________________________________________

We, the Mayors of Lewisham, Antony and Charlottenburg-
Wilmersdorf, wish to celebrate the friendship that we have 
shared through Lewisham’s formal twinning partnership with 
Antony, and through Lewisham’s formal twinning partnership with 
Charlottenburg-Wilmersdorf.

We have established links, of 53 years, between Deptford (now 
part of Lewisham) and Antony since 1962, and a link of 47 years 
between Charlottenburg (now part of Charlottenburg-Wilmersdorf) 
and Lewisham since 1968.

We celebrate the efforts and actions of the past  ve decades 
to use these formal twinning partnerships to foster a spirit of 
intercultural learning, social harmony and community cohesion.

We acknowledge our inherent differences in respect of local, 
national and international contexts.

We acknowledge our similarities as part of three major cities of 
Europe: London, Paris and Berlin.

With respect to our shared experience as part of these ‘world 
cities’, each with diversity as a result of migration over the years, 
we acknowledge that we face similar issues, especially with 
regards to diversity and integration.

Today we wish to consider the best practises of each other on 
these issues, and in particular we hope to learn more about our 
respective approaches to the topic of integration.

We hope to use today as a starting point to learn more about each 
town’s efforts to foster community harmony.

We hereby declare that we will endeavour to continue to learn 
from each other, and to work in close collaboration where 
appropriate, to advance community harmony and search 
for solutions to the complex issues facing asylum seekers, 
refugees and migrants.

Name  _________________________________________________________________________________________

Title  ___________________________________________________________________________________________

Town Lewisham

Signature  ___________________________________________________________________________________

Wir, die Bürgermeister von Lewisham, Antony und Charlottenburg-
Wilmersdorf, möchten die Freundschaft feiern, die uns durch die 
of ziellen Partnerschaften zwischen Lewisham und Antony sowie 
zwischen Lewisham und Charlottenburg-Wilmersdorf verbindet.

Wir haben Verbindungen zwischen Deptford (heute Teil von 
Lewisham) und Antony seit 1962, also seit 53 Jahren, und 
zwischen Charlottenburg (heute Teil von Charlottenburg-
Wilhelmsdorf) seit 1968, also seit 47 Jahren.

Wir feiern die Anstrengungen und Taten unserer Gemeinwesen 
während der vergangenen fünf Jahrzehnte und wollen diese 
formellen Partnerschaftsbeziehungen zur Förderung eines Geistes 
des interkulturellen Lernens, der gesellschaftlichen Harmonie und 
des Zusammenhalts der Gemeinden nutzen, unter Anerkennung 
aller Verschiedenheit im lokalen, nationalen und internationalen 
Kontext, aber auch im Bewusstsein unserer Gemeinsamkeiten 
als Teile der großen europäischen Städte London, Paris und 
Berlin, und auch mit Blick auf die Gemeinsamkeiten als Teil dieser 
Weltstädte und die Erfahrungen, die jede unserer Gemeinschaften 
im  Laufe der Jahre mit Zuwanderern gemacht, besonders 
hinsichtlich der Diversität, als Ergebnis der Migration in den letzten 
Jahren,und Integration.

Heute wollen wir uns mit der besten Praxis im Umgang mit diesen 
und weiteren Themen beschäftigen, wobei wir insbesondere 
mehr über unserebetroffenenAnsätzein Zusammenhang mit der 
Integration erfahren wollen.

Wir hoffen, dass dieser Tag der Beginn eines Lernprozesses über 
die Bemühungender Städte für die Förderung der Harmonie in 
den Gemeinschaften sein wird.

Hiermit erklären wir unseren Willen und unsere 
Entschlossenheit, weiterhin voneinander zu lernen und in 
enger Zusammenarbeit überall wo sinnvolltätig zu sein, damit 
wir die Harmonie der Gemeinschaft fördern und Lösungen 
für solche komplexe Fragen wie die Angelegenheiten der 
Asylbewerber, der Zu uchtsuchenden und der Zuwanderer 
suchen können.

Name  _________________________________________________________________________________________

Titel  ____________________________________________________________________________________________

Ort Charlottenburg-Wilmersdorf

Unterschrift  _______________________________________________________________________________

Hezhou city of Guangxi Zhuang Autonomous Region of the People’s Republic of China and Worcester 
City of Worcestershire of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland (Hereafter referred 
to as both sides), according to the principles on the Establishment of Diplomatic Relations between 
China and the U.K., for the purpose of enhancing mutual understanding, strengthening friendship and 
developing cooperation between the two sides, on the basis of the Memorandum of Understanding 
signed by the two sides on November 2, 2014, after friendly consultations, hereby declare the 
establishment of Sister-City Relationship and facilitate this relationship by means of:
I. Developing friendly exchanges for the enhancement of the understanding and friendship between 

both sides.
II. Carrying out, in accordance with the principles of equality and mutual benefi ts, the exchange and 

cooperation in fi elds that both sides are interested in, including economy, trade, tourism, science 
and technology and education to promote people-to-people friendly contact and contribute to 
prosperity and common development of both sides.

III. Authorities of both sides endeavor to promote friendly exchanges and cooperation in those fi elds. 
IV. Maintaining regular contact between leaders and relevant departments, and enhancing the 

exchanges of delegation visit between the two sides, for the facilitation of consultations on matters 
of exchange and cooperation, as well as common concerns.

V. The present agreement comes into effect upon the date of endorsement, valid for 5 years. The 
validity of agreement will be extended automatically for a successive 5-year period unless either 
side notifi es the other in writing of its intention to terminate the agreement before expiration. 
Supplement or amendment is subject to written agreement signed by the two sides. 

VI. This Agreement is done in duplicate in the Chinese and English languages, both texts being equally 
authentic, and one for each side.

Agreement
between

EZHOU ITY OF HUANGUANGXI
Autonomous Region of

HE EOPLE’S EPUBLIC OF HINA
and

WORCESTER CITY OF WORCESTERSHIRE OF
THE UNITED KINGDOM OF GREAT BRITAIN AND NORTHERN IRELAND

on
THE ESTABLISHMENT OF SISTER-CITY RELATIONSHIP

Hezhou City of Guangxi Zhuang Autonomous 
Region of the People’s Republic of China

Signature:

Title:

Date:

Worcester City of Worcestershire of the United 
Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland

Signature:

Title:

Date:
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Suitable for containing Scrolls of Honorary Freedom, Freedom of Entry, or Addresses of Welcome or Congratulations. 

Designs can be executed in solid silver, perspex and silver, leather, wood, or various combinations of these materials. 
Illustrations appear above.

The silver caskets can be decorated with coats of arms, monograms, etc, by engraving or enamelling, as appropriate. 
In the case of wooden caskets, or the perspex type with silver ends, an engraved plate can be fitted in addition to, or instead 
of, any other decoration.

Scrolls can be placed in caskets either as they stand (perhaps rolled and tied with a ribbon or braid) or placed into a Persian 
Moroccan leather backing, which can be supplied in a variety of colours (red, blue, green, maroon, etc.) according to your 
individual requirements (see following page). These backings are individually hand produced to a high standard, with gold 
tooling decoration.

Silver and perspex scroll holder casket
Lead time: 8 weeks

Silver scroll holder casket
Lead time: 8 weeks

Leather scroll holder tube casket
Lead time: 2 weeks

Wooden scroll holder casket
Lead time: 8 weeks

    SCROLLS & PRESENTATION ITEMS CONTINUED•

PRESENTATION OF THE SCROLL: CASKETS•

Top row: 
Silver and perspex scroll holder casket on a wooden base 

with engraved silver panel and engraved silver plaque 
for the base

Leather scroll holder tube casket in green with 
gold blocking of recipient name and gold tooling

Leather scroll holder tube casket in red with gold tooling

Middle row: 
Silver scroll holder casket with engraving on a wooden base 

with engraved plaque

Bottom row: 
Wooden scroll holder casket with hinged lid 

Can have engraved plaques affixed to top and/or face 
or wood itself can be engraved

8



Leather backing

Scrolls can be placed into a Persian Moroccan leather backing, which can be supplied in a variety of colours (red, blue, 
green, maroon, etc.) according to your individual requirements. These backings are individually hand produced to a high 
standard, with gold tooling decoration. They can then be rolled and tied, either for insertion into a casket or simply presented 
to the recipient like that. Alternatively, they can be mounted in a portfolio style.

Leather backing of scroll
Lead time: 2 weeks after scroll completion

Portfolio style scrolls bound in leather case
Lead time: 2 weeks after scroll completion

Picture framing

We offer a choice of seven popular frame styles and 5 colours of mount to complete your scroll. See the images above for 
all frame and mount colour options.

Please note frames for hand-illuminated scrolls are made to order hence can only be produced after the scroll has been 
completed, adding to the lead time.

Please note that A3 frames to fit our computer generated scrolls with no mount are available for immediate dispatch from 
stock. Choose any picture frame listed above.

Computer generated scrolls which require mounting options will be subject to a lead time of up to 2 weeks after completion 
of the scroll.

PRESENTATION OF THE SCROLL: LEATHER BACKING & FRAMING•

Left to right:
Traditional picture frame choices 

[from left to right: A3-8 red/gold, A3-6 green/gold, A3-4 gold, 

A3-3 contemporary black, A3-2 contemporary brown, 

A3-1 Hogarth” black/gold

Mount choices for picture frame 
[from left to right: Red, Off white, Blue, Grey, Green]

SCROLLS & PRESENTATION ITEMS CONTINUED• 9

Leather backing on a hand-illuminated 
scroll 

Left to right:
Portfolio style hand-illuminated scrolls 

bound in leather case
Leather backing on a hand-illuminated 

scroll



For many years we have advised and assisted customers 
who have come to us with their requirements for civic or 
official insignia, such as chains and badges of office and 
these pages illustrate but a few of the many artefacts we 
have produced. Each object is individually designed and 
manufactured with the utmost care. 

Our knowledgeable and experienced staff are able to offer 
guidance and suggestions in relation to design, style and 
materials. We have available to us the skills and craftmanship 
of excellent silversmiths and enamellers whose work has 
been admired internationally.

Among the items we have supplied are chains of office; 
jewels or badges for mayors and mayoresses and their 
escorts, past mayors, chairmen, honorary freeman and 
honorary aldermen; maces; medallions; and lapel badges.

We have created a number of designs for customisable 
badges and chains of office, which can be customised with 
your own specific details, e.g. authority crest, organisation 
name, recipient’s name and former title.

Leather or rexine cases, suitably lined, can be provided for 
the protection of insignia when not in use.

We can also undertake repairs and cleaning and produce 
new collarettes and cases.

BADGES & CHAINS OF OFFICE•

“Thank you – I’ve received the Test Valley Past Mayor Badges at the Mayor’s Office – they are perfect.”
Test Valley Borough Council

    CIVIC & CORPORATE INSIGNIA•10
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We have created a number of badge and chain of office designs which can be customised with your own specific details, 
e.g. authority crest, organisation name, recipient’s name and former title.

All of the designs can be supplied in metal gilt or silver.

Lead time: approximately 12 weeks from receipt of order.

Style Description

Style A Wreath medals with ring. Size: 62mm

Style B Plain and wreath medals with ring. Size: 2” 

Style C Wreath medals with ring. Size:  68 x 63mm

Style D Plain oval and wreath medals with ring. 
Size: 60 x 45mm

Small chain of office 
(bottom row, left)

Top: 31mm x 25mm
Middle: 30mm x 33mm
Bottom: 29mm x 23mm

Standard chain of office 
(bottom row, right)

42mm x 33mm

CUSTOMISABLE BADGE & CHAIN OF OFFICE DESIGNS•

Example of a badge design 

customised for our client, the 

British Association of Spinal Surgeons

Example of a badge design 

customised for our client,  

Southend-on-Sea Borough Council

Small 
chain of office

Standard 
chain of office



Over the years, Shaw’s have created a phenomenal selection 
of registers and records for – amongst others – local 
authorities, worshipful companies, professional organisations 
and funeral homes. We have catalogued all those currently 
available on our website at shaws.co.uk/bound-books.

In addition to our stocked registers, we can also supply 
bespoke books and registers made to customers’ exact 
individual requirements. We work with customers’ initial 
concept request to design page layouts that suit their needs. 
Upon approval of the proof, we will print, bind and deliver the 
complete finished book ready for immediate use.

We also offer a binding service for securing loose documents, 
e.g. printed copies of the Register of Electors or council 
minutes. 

Books we have created for our customers include:
•	 Rolls of Honorary Freedom
•	 Mayor’s Appeal Fund Registers
•	 Visitors Books
•	 Citizenship Registers
•	 Mayor’s Parlour Books
•	 Registers of Donations
•	 Condolence Books (and looseleaf binders)
•	 Company Member Rolls
•	 Mortuary Registers / Fridge Registers
•	 Registers of Share Transfers
•	 Ecclesiastical Registers
•	 Registers of Cremations
•	 Declaration Books
•	 Minute Books

BESPOKE BOOK DESIGN & MANUFACTURE SERVICE•

“We received the register at the end of last week. It is exactly what we wanted, and our Director was very 
pleased with it!” School of Oriental and African Studies

“We would like to thank you for the safe arrival of our handmade minute book which we are very happy with. 
It is just what we wanted and we know where to come when we next require one.” Medical Protection Society

    BESPOKE BOOK DESIGN & MANUFACTURE SERVICE•12



Our collection of Regal Register and Record Books are the 
highest quality volumes we offer from stock.

Suitable for high profile locations or for places where 
records are desired to be kept for posterity, Shaw’s Regal 
Register and Record Books are hand bound in leather by 
British master craftsmen using traditional bookbinding skills 
handed down through the generations.

These elegant volumes are perfect for many purposes and 
functions, including:
•	 Visitors Books in mayoral parlours, heritage tourist attractions, 

guesthouses and country homes
•	 Rolls of Honour 
•	 Books of Condolence
•	 Registers of Charitable Donations

Our de luxe tooled volumes are bound in exquisite blue 
Moroccan leather in a traditional design featuring gold 
gilded pages. Covers are hand tooled in gold with a classic 
decorative detail.

Shaw’s Regal Register and Record Books are available 
in three formats, varying in style through their inside page 
layout and number of entries available.

Title pages of all styles of Shaw’s Regal Register and 
Record Books can be emblazoned with armorial bearings 
or other symbols to greatly enhance the overall appearance 
of the volume.

Internal page styles:

•	 DV10B – border only

•	 DV10BR – border with rulings

•	 DV10V – with columns for use as a Visitors Book

STOCKED MULTI-PURPOSE RECORD BOOKS•

DV10B DV10BR DV10V

BOOKS FOR CIVIC PURPOSES• 13



Over the years we have created a phenomenal selection of registers and records for – amongst others – local authorities, 
worshipful companies, professional organisations and funeral homes. 

For civic purposes specifically we offer, from stock for immediate dispatch, the following volumes:
•	 Multi-purpose record books (ideal for use as Visitors Books, Mayor’s Parlour Books, Roll of Honour Books – see previous 

page for further details)
•	 Seal register (to keep a record of official documentation given the seal of the council or organisation)
•	 Declaration of acceptance of office
•	 Register of gifts or hospitality received by members
•	 Attendance register for signature by councillors
•	 Attendance register 
•	 Motion book for entering motions to be made at meetings
•	 Record of citizenship ceremonies
•	 Condolence books

STOCKED BOOKS FOR CIVIC PURPOSES•

“We have received the sealing register today. It is perfect.”
West Sussex County Council
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Invite the local community to pay tribute to the deceased 
using our ‘In Memoriam’ condolence binder

•  Suitable for tributes to prominent deceased persons  •
•  For use when large numbers of mourners are expected  •
•  Looseleaf format allows easy addition/removal of pages  •

Description
•	De luxe black leather binder with turquoise endpapers

•	Gold tooling and blocking to the face
•	Available from stock for immediate dispatch

•	Punched high quality 100gsm white paper packs 
in prescribed format: black border with rule

•	Additional paper packs available for purchase at £10.00 
per pack of 50 sheets

•	Capacity: up to 200 sheets
•	Personalisation available

Preserve the internal pages for posterity
This binder can be re-used multiple times, as we are able 

to offer a binding service (at additional cost) for the internal 
pages.  We can fasten the loose papers into book format 

and “bind” them into a hard-back case for posterity. Simply 
re-order more paper packs to use the binder again.

Bespoke binder options
We are able to create made-to-order binders with your own 

custom wording gold blocked to face. Crest or logos can 
be reproduced on the face at an additional one-off cost to 
produce a 75mm2 die. All bespoke orders are subject to a 

lead time of 4-6 weeks. 

Other options
Bespoke internal pages and alternative page formats/
leather cover colour are available (please note these 
options would not be as prescribed for the national 

mourning event). Please enquire for details.

CONDOLENCE BOOK FOR DEATH OF A NATIONAL FIGURE•

BOOKS FOR CIVIC PURPOSES CONTINUED• 15

Guidance from the National Association of Civic Officers regarding the death of a senior national figure recommends that 
Local Authorities stockpile looseleaf condolence books for an event of such national significance.

Shaw’s have developed a looseleaf format binder which is perfect for the purpose. 

IM3-P5A.indd   1IM3-P5A.indd   1 25/02/2021   15:06:4125/02/2021   15:06:41

Left: Prescribed page format for local authority use



When documents are required to be given under the 
Common Seal of a local authority, company or other 
corporate body, the familiar sealing clause should properly 
be accompanied by a worthy impression of the seal – the 
hallmark of office from which it emanates. Individual quotes 
will gladly be supplied on request. 

Seal engraving has been the art of expert craftsmen for many 
years; even in modern times there is a continual demand for 
this service, whether it be for simple wording-only seals or 
those with full armorial bearings, badges or logos.

Assistance is readily given in relation to the type and design 
of seal and press most suitable for the purpose for which it 
is required. All presses are available with Centenary finish.

Dies and counterparts can also sometimes be fitted to 
existing presses when, for example, reorganisation has led 
to a change of name or slight alteration to the design.

Available presses include:
•	 Traditional brass wax seals
•	 Hand plier presses
•	 Embassy press
•	 Diplomat press
•	 Regal press
•	 Long reach desk press
•	 Consular press
•	 Notary press
•	 Self-adhesive seal wafers

CORPORATE SEALS & PRESSES•

“This is just to say that we are both thrilled with the end result. It is just what we wanted. Thank you also for 
the excellent customer service we have received.”  Private customer

“Just received the press today.  Delighted with the product and much lighter than our old one. Thank you for 
all your help and efficiency. You made it all very easy.”  Private customer
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Shaw & Sons offer a wide range of styles and manufacturing 
methods in the production of shields and plaques. Whether 
you are looking for an individual shield or a family crest, or 
larger quantities for special presentations, our knowledgeable 
staff can advise you on the most suitable option.

Shaw’s highly skilled artists employ a variety of techniques, 
from traditional flat painting and embossing to screen-printing. 
All shields are mounted on beautiful solid hardwood mounts.

A range of enhanced products is available that includes 
the production of your shield or plaque using our high relief 
technique. This method involves a high quality casting 
process that will accurately reproduce any intricate designs 
on a variety of base shapes and sizes. Please call to discuss 
whether your design is suitable for this.

A bespoke service is also available for external wall plaques; 
please contact us for more information.

Once Shaw’s have produced your shield, crest or plaque we 
will hold a copy of your artwork so that repeat ordering is as 
easy as making one phone call.

Lead time: Approx. 6 weeks.

HERALDIC SHIELDS & PRESENTATION PLAQUES•

“The wall plaques arrived safely this morning and they are really beautiful. Thank you so much, we will 
treasure them.”  The Ecological Sequestration Trust
“I just wanted to email and say how delighted I am with my Coat of Arms shields. They are exactly what I 
was hoping for and I am very grateful for the excellent service and assistance you provided. I look forward to 
recommending your company.”  Private customer

HERALDIC SHIELDS & PRESENTATION PLAQUES• 17



A variety of gavels (or hammers) and blocks can be supplied for the use of persons presiding at meetings. 

In addition to having their practical use, gavels and blocks can often be regarded as ceremonial objects and may be 
presented as gifts to existing or retiring presidents or chairmen of authorities, clubs or other organisations.

Gavels and blocks are available from stock in three wood types: maple, oak and walnut.

Silver or brass inscription plates and engraving can be affixed to bases at additional cost.

Please note that our products are made from natural material, often by hand, and use only the natural colouration of the 
wood. There may therefore be slight variations from those items shown above. These variations should be regarded as 
characteristic of such unique items.

All orders of gavels and blocks are supplied in a presentation bag as standard. Upgrade options, including wooden 
presentation box with customised engraving, are available at additional cost.

GAVELS & BLOCKS•

“I received my Gavel and Block today, thank you so much for an excellent service, it is perfect.”
5 Armoured Medical Regiment

“Thank you very much for your prompt attention to this. 10/10 for customer service.”
Neleus Masonic Lodge

Example of an engraved plate:
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Example of an engraved block:

Maple set Oak set Walnut

Example of an engraved gavel and block set:



Shaw’s expertise in civic and ceremonial paraphernalia is not limited to the supply of products. We also offer repairs and 
restorations to existing civic and ceremonial items and a number of other related services.

CIVIC & CORPORATE INSIGNIA•
We can undertake repairs, restoration and cleaning of badges, maces 
and chains and produce new collarettes with cases as required.

SCROLLS•
Shaw’s can offer the duplication of previously issued scrolls as well 
as restorations of, and a framing service for, scrolls you may already 
have. A high quality scanning service – so that a replica copy of hand-
illuminated scroll can be displayed at the council offices – is also 
available.

BOOK RESTORATION & RE-BINDING•
Shaw’s service also covers the re-binding and restoration of all kinds of 
case-bound books and registers, whether single or multiple volumes.

CORPORATE SEALS & PRESSES•
Dies and counterparts can sometimes be fitted to existing presses 
when, for example, reorganisation has led to a change of name or 
slight alteration to the design.

“The beautifully re-bound register looks amazing! And will now hopefully last for another hundred plus years 
without requiring any further work. Thank you very much for all of your assistance.”
Newbury Town Council
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High-quality scan of a 
hand-illuminated scroll

New collarette

Refurbished mace

New cases for civic insignia
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HOW ELSE CAN SHAW’S HELP YOU?

Binding service for securing loose documents such 
as Register of Electors and Council Minutes•
Shaw & Sons provide local authorities and other organisations with a secure 
system for the binding of meeting minutes and other important records. For 
convenient long-term storage of loose documentation,  we are able to fasten 
individual papers into book format and bind them into a hard-back case. 

shaws.co.uk/binding

Legal stationery (including legal wafer seals)•
Shaw’s have been supplying legal offices with their specialist stationery 
requirements for over 260 years.

shaws.co.uk/legal-stationery

Seed paper stationery for gifts, promotions and 
events•
Wildflower seed paper stationery products are a delightful, beautiful 
stationery gift for use by brides and grooms, services of remembrance 
event organisers, civic event organisers, charities and veterinary practices – 
anyone wishing to send a personal message with a thoughtful, plantable gift.

shaws.co.uk/seed-paper-stationery

Condolence books and memorial items•
High-quality remembrance items (books of condolence, cremation urns and 
ash jewellery) to create a lasting memorial to a deceased person.

shawsfuneralproducts.co.uk

The portal page for all our products and services can be found at 
shaws.co.uk

Signage for civic purposes•
Affordable fully customisable Ecoflex pavement sign, ideal for civic purposes.

Call 01322 621109 for more information



ABOUT US
For many years, we have advised and assisted customers who have 
come to us with their requirements for civic, ceremonial and presentation 
items. This brochure illustrates but a few of the many artefacts we have 
produced. 

Whenever the need arises, you can feel confident in discussing matters 
with our experts, who will give whatever assistance or guidance is 
necessary, including help with design and advice on protocol. We 
maintain extensive records and have access to much reference material. 
You may have firm ideas about what you require, but even if this is not 
the case, you can rely on us to transform your sketchiest thoughts into 
beautiful ceremonial artefacts.

Shaw & Sons Limited – founded in 1750 – has been supplying 
state and local authorities, learned societies and institutions, livery 
companies, universities, colleges, clubs and other organisations with 
civic and ceremonial items for many years. For more examples of our 
work, visit

shaws.co.uk

shaws.co.uk

Shaway House • 21 Bourne Park • Bourne Road • Crayford • Kent • DA1 4BZ

T: 01322 621100

sales@shaws.co.uk

Follow us on Twitter @shaws1750

SINCE 1750


